The present investigation is regarding the diversity of medicinal plants in the campus of Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit, Kalady, Ernakulam district, Kerala. The studies of biodiversity have greater significance as ecologists try desperately to document global biodiversity. Biodiversity studies are intrinsically valuable as a means of improving our understanding of the structure and functioning of ecological communities. The campus flora of Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit, Kalady, is not yet documented and the present paper is a document of the medicinal plants. The present investigation explored and identified 109 species of medicinal plants. Of these six threatened plant species are present in the campus namely, Petrocarpus marsupium Roxb. 
Introduction
It is estimated that there exist 5-30 million species of living forms in our earth. Of these, only 1.8 million have been identified. India is very rich in biodiversity with 7% of world's flora and has been included as one of the 12 megadiversity centers. The varied eco-climatic conditions coupled with unique geological and cultural features have contributed to an amazing diversity of habitats, which harbour and sustain immense biological diversity at all levels (Agrawal 2000) . There are 4,679 taxa of flowering plants in Kerala. They belong to 1,360 genera in 212 families (Sasidharan 2004) .Various forest and campus floral diversity studies were conducted to explore the whole diversity of plants in the geological area. The floral studies from the campus of Kerala Forest Research Institute at Peechi, Nilambur and Velupadam having 565 taxa of angiosperms and 3 species of gymnosperms (Nair et al., 1997) . Mathews et al. (2012) studied the plants having the medico-potentiality of 35 plants belonging to 26 families and 34 genera collected from the Mar Thoma College Campus, Chungathara, Malappuram District. The herbaceous medicinal flora from the campus of Regional Institute of Education, Bhubaneswar, Odisha was studied by Kumar and Satapathy (2011) and recorded 72 plant species, many of which are herbs and shrubs, with few climbers, belonging to class Diocotyledons.
The Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit, Kalady, Kerala was established in the year 1993 in the name of the sage and illustrious Indian philosopher Jag ad Guru Adi Shankara in his place of birth Kalady. There are no previous studies conducted on floral diversity of the University campus. Documentation of biodiversity is an urgent requirement as latest statistics and data on floral biodiversity of India has not been compiled and documented. The knowledge about the ecosystem structure, composition and diversity of species helps to improve the protection of endemic species.
Materials and methods

Study area and identification of plants
The present floral study was conducted at the Sree Sankaracharya University Campus and is located at Kalady in Ernakulam district, Kerala and is located on the banks of the river Periyar ( Fig. 1 and 2 ). The geographic location of the study area is latitude 10 0 10'13"N and longitude 76 0 26'19"E. The total study area covers 81.553 acres. Artificial forest and ponds in the campus are included in the study area. 
Results and discussion
The human life on this planet very much depending upon the existing floral and faunal diversity. The factors contributing to the habitat destruction and consequent loss of biodiversity are increasing population, environmental pollution, habitat loss, climatic change and introduction of exotic species. The natural vegetation of the study area has been considerably modified and altered by human activites.
The The medicinal plants, like other plant parts in commercial demand, premature exploitation is another factor, which is additionally responsible for rapid destruction of wild stock. Whenever a plant is in high demand, premature exploitation is expected to threaten next seasonʹs propagation and regeneration of the species (Chaudhuri 2007) . Commercial enterprises and local dwellers are regularly exploiting natural heritage of these medicinal plants. 
Conclusion
The human life directly and indirectly depends on the environment, flora and fauna of the specific area. The survival and well being of the present day human population depends on several substances obtained from plants and animals. They have nutritive value, medicinal value; they act as a source for fuel, educational value, aesthetic value and preserving ecological balance. The vegetation significantly lowers in cities compared to villages. Industrial expansion, heavy traffic pollution, human interferences harmfully affect the flora of a region. Plant resources are renewable but depleting due to deforestation, over gracing by domestic animals are some reasons. Habitat destruction or fragmentation, improper agricultural practices have endangered many species of flowering plants. Instead of utilizing all the spaces for commercial purpose, steps should be taken for preserving biodiversity, through which we can conserve our planet. It should be protected for our future generations.
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